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Kari Turunen was appointed Artistic Director of the Vancouver Chamber Choir – one of 
Canada’s premier professional choral ensembles – in 2019, its 49th concert season. Since then, 
he has led the choir in over 100 performances both locally, nationally and internationally. He is 
also in demand as a guest conductor, clinician and teacher and has worked in these roles of late 
in Canada, Europe and South East Asia. 
  
Dr. Turunen has been awarded numerous international prizes with the choral ensembles he has 
directed. He was a founding member of Lumen Valo and appeared with them in over 250 
concerts and nine critically acclaimed recordings. In 2008, he was named Finnish Choral 
Conductor of the Year and is the recipient of over 20 grants from Finnish and Finnish-Swedish 
Cultural Foundations. He holds a doctorate in early music performance practice from the 
University of the Arts, Helsinki, and an MA in choral conducting from the Sibelius Academy. He 
lives in Vancouver with his wife, Anna. 
 


